
Mother Gardens 
 

Intro  A Mother Garden is a garden that helps give birth to new gardens through the 
propagation, growing and sharing of plants, seeds, skills and resources. Anyone can 
have a mother garden regardless of skill, time, or size of garden.  
 
It is a project that aims to cultivate mutual aid and community resilience. We connect 
people to their communities, and facilitate access to a broad range of useful and 
interest plants. As such, we are also a network of groups, gardens and individual 
gardens that connect and share within and across communities.  
 

The MG 
Matrix 

The MG Matrix 
 
What can you do to have a Mother Garden?  
 
Each individual, group, community or network may adopt the Mother Garden model in 
their own unique way, to make it fit their own set up, capacity and specific needs. 
 
This Mother Garden Matrix helps you identify and cultivate your place within a Mother 
Garden network, and supports how you may wish to connect with others. You can 
choose or develop elements across three functions: 
 
1) Green Space Function: based on what you can do in your own garden. 
 
2) Network function:  your role—whether as an individual or a group—within the wider 
network.   
 
3) The practical initiatives and activities you can carry out to support your community  
and / or the planet. 
 
The individual elements or roles you choose across the three functions, will form your 
unique contribution to the network, and may then complement what other mother 
gardens will have to offer the community, from which you can benefit. 

Map Interactive Map of Mother Gardens across Birmingham and the Black Country.  
 
Our network now spans a wide area in Birmingham and surrounding areas. A broad 
range of groups and projects doing inspiring things in their communities have signed up 
as Mother Gardens. Below is a map of what we currently have in our network. If you 
wish to be added to the network please get in touch. 
Click on the map to find out more. Those on this map are public Mother Gardens. We 
do not publish details of private gardens. Please note details of those on the map may 
change from time to time, and we will update where possible.  

How to 
join 

How to join 
 
- Connect to Mother Garden projects in your community. 
- Sign up your garden or community garden project as a Mother Garden, to share plants 
and seeds. 
- Join a Mother Garden network in the West Midlands. Or set up your own network. 



- Attend a training course on Mother Gardening at Fircroft college 
(https://www.fircroft.ac.uk/course/mother-garden-bootcamp-2/) or a day workshop 
run by Spring to Life or groups within the network. Here you can build your propagation 
and food growing skills, and knowledge on building resilient communities 
 
Contact us to sign up or to find out more. 

 


